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Hospice Utilization – Post COVID-19!

2024 
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2020 
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2019 
Hospice 

Utilization
50.6%49.5%47.3%44.9%46.7%50.5%National

 2020 Hospice Utilization decreased nationally for the first time ever.
 2021 Hospice Utilization decreased nationally again – but a smaller decrease.
 2022 Hospice Utilization rebounded nationally – bringing us back to 2020…
 2023 Hospice Utilization rebounded nationally – almost to the 2019 high…
 2024 Hospice Utilization rebounded nationally – to the highest percentage to date!

 Why? The number of hospice deaths has remained steady, but the number of 
Medicare deaths (which skyrocketed during COVID-19) is returning to expected 
levels.
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2024 Hospice Utilization
(Medicare Hospice Deaths / Total Medicare Deaths)
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2024 Hospice Utilization – Minnesota
(Medicare Hospice Deaths / Total Medicare Deaths)

www.HospiceAnalytics.com

2023 Hospice Utilization – Minnesota
(Medicare Hospice Deaths / Total Medicare Deaths)
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2024 Demographics & Hospice Utilization
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NationalMinnesota

340,085,1205,793,151Population

3,072,50049,771Total Deaths

70,306,0741,201,800Medicare Beneficiaries

2,512,24141,629Medicare Beneficiary Deaths

1,829,143
73% of Medicare deaths

31,718
76% of Medicare deaths

Medicare Hospice Unduplicated Beneficiaries

1,269,998
50.6% of Medicare deaths

23,168
55.7% of Medicare deaths

Medicare Hospice Beneficiary Deaths

145,136,920 Days2,425,920 DaysMedicare Hospice Total Days of Care

80 Days
28 Days

76 Days
33 Days

Medicare Hospice Mean Days / Beneficiary
Medicare Hospice Median Days / Beneficiary

$27,756,388,541
$15,266

$463,463,814
$14,612

Medicare Hospice Total Payments
Medicare Hospice Mean Payment / Beneficiary
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National:
50.6%

MN #11:
55.7%

2024 Hospice Utilization
(Medicare Hospice Deaths / Total Medicare Deaths)
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National:
49.5%

MN #9:
54.9%

2023 Hospice Utilization
(Medicare Hospice Deaths / Total Medicare Deaths)
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55.7%

2024 Hospice Utilization x County – MN (slide 1 of 2)
(Medicare Hospice Deaths / Total Medicare Deaths)
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2024 Hospice Utilization x County – MN (slide 2 of 2)
(Medicare Hospice Deaths / Total Medicare Deaths)
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National:
50.6%

13
66

%
71

6%
36

9%
34

5%
29

1%
28

6%
27

8%
27

0%
26

5%
26

4%
25

9%
25

5%
23

3%
23

0%
22

3%
22

3%
22

1%
21

4%
20

5%
20

4%
19

9%
18

8%
18

4%
18

0%
17

9%
17

7%
17

7%
16

7%
16

2%
16

1%
16

1%
16

0%
15

2%
15

0%
15

0%
14

8%
14

6%
14

2%
14

1%
13

9%
13

6%
13

5%
12

3%
12

1%
12

1%
10

9%
10

8%
89

%
84

%
77

%
62

%
49

%

0%

300%

600%

900%

1200%

1500%

Al
as

ka
  1

M
ai

ne
  2

So
ut

h 
D

ak
ot

a 
 3

Ve
rm

on
t  

4

M
is

si
ss

ip
pi

  5
Te

nn
es

se
e 

 6

So
ut

h 
C

ar
ol

in
a 

 7

In
di

an
a 

 8

U
ta

h 
 9

N
ew

 H
am

ps
hi

re
 1

0

Id
ah

o 
11

R
ho

de
 Is

la
nd

 1
2

Ar
ka

ns
as

 1
3

N
or

th
 C

ar
ol

in
a 

14

Vi
rg

in
ia

 1
5

W
is

co
ns

in
 1

6

C
on

ne
ct

ic
ut

 1
7

M
as

sa
ch

us
et

ts
 1

8

W
es

t V
irg

in
ia

 1
9

Lo
ui

si
an

a 
20

Io
w

a 
21

W
yo

m
in

g 
22

N
eb

ra
sk

a 
23

M
in

ne
so

ta
 2

4

M
is

so
ur

i 2
5

Ka
ns

as
 2

6

N
ew

 J
er

se
y 

27

Al
ab

am
a 

28

Pe
nn

sy
lv

an
ia

 2
9

G
eo

rg
ia

 3
0

N
or

th
 D

ak
ot

a 
31

M
ar

yl
an

d 
32

N
ew

 M
ex

ic
o 

33
D

el
aw

ar
e 

34

M
on

ta
na

 3
5

N
at

io
na

l

H
aw

ai
i 3

6
O

hi
o 

37

Ke
nt

uc
ky

 3
8

Te
xa

s 
39

O
kl

ah
om

a 
40

Ill
in

oi
s 

41

D
is

tri
ct

 o
f C

ol
um

bi
a 

42

C
al

ifo
rn

ia
 4

3

N
ev

ad
a 

44
M

ic
hi

ga
n 

45

W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

46

N
ew

 Y
or

k 
47

O
re

go
n 

48
Fl

or
id

a 
49

C
ol

or
ad

o 
50

Ar
iz

on
a 

51

National:
148%

MN #24:
180%

Change in Hospice Utilization 2000-2024
(Medicare Hospice Deaths / Total Medicare Deaths)

www.HospiceAnalytics.com    12Note: “Change”= (2023 Hospice Utilization – 2000 Hospice Utilization) / 2000 Hospice Utilization.
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2005-2024 State Hospice Utilization
20-Year Trends

31.6%

50.5%

46.7%
44.9%

47.3%
49.5%50.6%

29.8%

55.1%
53.6%

51.3%52.1%
54.9%55.7%
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2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

National +19.0%

MN +25.9%

Note: Hospice Utilization= Medicare Hospice Deaths / Total Medicare Deaths. www.HospiceAnalytics.com    13

Highest state and national hospice utilization rates on record!

When Will US Deaths Stop Increasing? 2055

Devine J. “As Population Ages, U.S. Nears Historic Increase in Deaths.” U.S. Census, 10/24/17; 
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2017/10/aging-boomers-deaths.html. 

www.HospiceAnalytics.com    14

Difficult to find updated data 
presented this way…
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Hospice Compare Update 2/18/26

www.HospiceAnalytics.com    15Hospice Compare v. 2/18/26

Hospice Compare Update 2/18/26

www.HospiceAnalytics.com    16

• Star ratings (based on CAHPS) available, but only 30% (2082 / 6943) of 

hospices are rated – mostly due to requirement of 75+ CAHPS surveys to 

calculate score.

• Hospice Care Index (HCI) available, although may be removed due to lack of 

variation among high scores.

• Hospice Outcomes & Patient Evaluation (HOPE) tool begins 10/1/25.

• Expecting a reporting gap between HIS ending and HOPE beginning.

Hospice Compare v. 2/18/26

15

16



5/5/2026

9

Hospice Compare Update 2/18/26

www.HospiceAnalytics.com    17

• Of hospices with reportable Star Ratings:

5 Star= 299 (14%) hospices MN   6 (14%)

4 Star= 922 (44%) hospices    MN 20 (47%)

3 Star= 613 (29%) hospices MN 12 (28%)

2 Star= 217 (10%) hospices MN   3 (  7%)

1 Star=   31 (  2%) hospices MN   2 (  5%)

• Therefore, nationally:

58% of hospices had 4+ Star Ratings

87% of hospices had 3+ Star Ratings

Hospice Compare v. 2/18/26

Hospice Compare Update 2/18/26

www.HospiceAnalytics.com    18

• Some caveats:

• The percentages of hospices with Star Ratings in each state ranged from 

7% (CA) to 96% (KY). Reasons for hospices missing Star Ratings need to 

be better understood, discussed, and reduced in the future.

• MN had 43/84 (51%; 41 missing) hospices reporting Star Ratings.

Hospice Compare v. 2/18/26

17

18
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Hospice Compare Update 2/18/26

www.HospiceAnalytics.com    19

• Some caveats:

• Hospice Star Ratings will be updated every six (6) months.

• Hospice Star Ratings started 2/22 and are 4 years old. This is an 

appropriate timeframe for both CMS and Hospices to receive, 

understand, and work to improve scores before making important 

decisions based on this information.

Hospice Compare v. 2/18/26
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6/25 Medicare Hospice
Percentage of Hospices x Corporate Ownership

Independent, 
67%

Chain, 
9%

Publicly 
Traded, 10%

Private 
Equity, 15%

National

Independent, 
64%

Chain, 
16%

Publicly 
Traded, 4%

Private 
Equity, 16%

Minnesota
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2024 Medicare Hospice
Percentage of Hospices x Type Control

For profit, 
83%

Non-profit / 
Other, 17%

National

For profit, 
28%

Non-profit / 
Other, 59%

Minnesota
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Percentage of Hospices x Accreditation Organization

Not accredited, 
20%

CHAP, 27%

Joint Commission, 
21%

ACHC, 33%

National

Not accredited, 
49%

CHAP, 29%

Joint Commission, 
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ACHC, 13%

Minnesota
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MN #23:
2,425,920

29

30



5/5/2026

16

99 97 97
94

90 88 88 87 87 86 86 84 82 81 81 81 81 80 80 78 78 77 76 75 75 75 74 74 72 72 72 70
67 67 67 67 67 66 66 64 64 64 64 63 63

60 59 58 58 56 55
48

 -

 40

 80

 120

Te
xa

s 
 1

Al
ab

am
a 

 2
C

al
ifo

rn
ia

  3
M

is
si

ss
ip

pi
  4

O
kl

ah
om

a 
 5

Ar
iz

on
a 

 6
G

eo
rg

ia
  7

D
is

tri
ct

 o
f C

ol
um

bi
a 

 8
So

ut
h 

C
ar

ol
in

a 
 9

Lo
ui

si
an

a 
10

U
ta

h 
11

N
ew

 M
ex

ic
o 

12
N

ev
ad

a 
13

H
aw

ai
i 1

4
W

is
co

ns
in

 1
5

Fl
or

id
a 

16
Ar

ka
ns

as
 1

7
Id

ah
o 

18
N

at
io

na
l

M
ic

hi
ga

n 
19

O
hi

o 
20

Ka
ns

as
 2

1
M

in
ne

so
ta

 2
2

M
is

so
ur

i 2
3

N
or

th
 C

ar
ol

in
a 

24
Te

nn
es

se
e 

25
C

ol
or

ad
o 

26
In

di
an

a 
27

M
as

sa
ch

us
et

ts
 2

8
M

ai
ne

 2
9

Vi
rg

in
ia

 3
0

N
ew

 H
am

ps
hi

re
 3

1
D

el
aw

ar
e 

32
Ill

in
oi

s 
33

N
ew

 J
er

se
y 

34
O

re
go

n 
35

Al
as

ka
 3

6
Ve

rm
on

t 3
7

Pe
nn

sy
lv

an
ia

 3
8

W
es

t V
irg

in
ia

 3
9

Io
w

a 
40

W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

41
N

eb
ra

sk
a 

42
M

on
ta

na
 4

3
R

ho
de

 Is
la

nd
 4

4
N

or
th

 D
ak

ot
a 

45
M

ar
yl

an
d 

46
So

ut
h 

D
ak

ot
a 

47
N

ew
 Y

or
k 

48
C

on
ne

ct
ic

ut
 4

9
W

yo
m

in
g 

50
Ke

nt
uc

ky
 5

1

2024 Medicare Hospice
Mean Days of Care / Beneficiary

National:
80
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MN #22:
76

2005-2024 Hospice Mean Days of Care
20-Year Trends
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2024 Medicare Hospice
Median Days of Care / Beneficiary

National:
28
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MN #10:
33

2005-2024 Hospice Median Days of Care
20-Year Trends
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2024 Medicare Hospice Total Medicare Reimbursement
National= $27,756,388,541
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MN #21:
$463,463,814
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National:
$15,266

2024 Medicare Hospice
Mean Medicare Reimbursement / Beneficiary
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MN #17:
$14,612
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2024 Medicare Hospice
Percentage of Days x LOS
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2024 Medicare Hospice Beneficiaries
Top Six ICD-10 PRIMARY Diagnoses (out of 19 categories)
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2024 Medicare Hospice Beneficiaries
Status at Discharge
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2024 Medicare Hospice Beneficiaries
Status at Discharge - Detailed
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2024 Medicare Hospice Beneficiaries – Minnesota
Race: Dying With vs. Without Hospice
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5% Gap?

9% Gap?

Minorities are underserved in hospice – although generally improving…

2024 Medicare Hospice Beneficiaries
Levels of Care (days)
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2024 Medicare Hospice Beneficiaries
Locations of Care (days)
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National Hospice Locator
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https://www.nationalhospicelocator.com/ 
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National Hospice Locator
What if every referral began with checking hospice ratings?

https://www.nationalhospicelocator.com/

National Hospice Locator
What if every referral began with checking hospice ratings?

https://www.nationalhospicelocator.com/
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Hospice & Palliative Care Today

FREE daily email newsletter focused on hospice and palliative care content

1. https://hospicepalliativecaretoday.com/

2. https://hospicepalliativecaretoday.com/registration
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Key Articles: 1520ai acquires Hospice Analytics
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Key Articles – A Strategic Path Forward

https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/epdf/10.1089/pmr.2025.0030 www.HospiceAnalytics.com    49

Key Articles – A Strategic Path Forward

 Efforts must start with zero tolerance of fraudulent business and clinical 
practices that harm vulnerable patients.

 Boundaries of collegiality stop at criminality.

The four components of this strategic approach are

1. Publishing clear clinical and programmatic standards

2. Making meaningful data readily available

3. Driving quality-based competition

4. Embracing the field’s authentic brand of expert care that fosters well-
being for patients and their families

https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/epdf/10.1089/pmr.2025.0030 www.HospiceAnalytics.com    50
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Minnesota in the news

www.HospiceAnalytics.com    51https://hospicepalliativecaretoday.com/

Thank you

* Review the new National Hospice Locator at www.HospiceAnalytics.com –
geo-maps and detailed information on every known hospice in the United States –

now sorted by quality!

Please contact Cordt Kassner, PhD, at Hospice Analytics with any
questions, comments, feedback, or for additional information:

P: 719-209-1237

E: Info@HospiceAnalytics.com

W: www.HospiceAnalytics.com
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